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INTRODUCTION 

Andy Robson, 
Professional Genealogist 
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There has never been a better time to research you Family History, with a wealth of

material now available on-line.  In this Guide I'm going to cover the 10 free websites

which I use routinely in my own research and which, I hope, you will find useful in

your own.

Good Hunting!

Andy 
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Family Search is a site

maintained by the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-Day-

Saints.  It is a non-profit

educational institution

dedicated to gathering,

preserving and sharing

genealogical information

throughout the world.  

1.

In addition there is a Wiki

section with background

infromation, articles and

tutorial resources.  You can

also build your own family

tree on the site and link into

the world's largest online

family tree. 

3.2 billion digital images on Family Search

https://www.familysearch.org/en/ 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
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2.
Free UK Genealogy provides free, online access to family history records. Volunteers
have worked to create high-quality transcriptions of public records from various
sources.   

www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk 

FreeREG provides transcripts of baptisms, marriages and
burials registers of the Church of England and other
organisations. The recording of church registers began in
England and Wales in 1538; this is separate and distinct
from the civil registration process that began in 1837. 

FreeBMD provides free access to birth, marriage and
death records. This resource is ideal for those beginning
research into their ancestry. The central recording of
births, marriages and deaths was started in 1837 and is
one of the most significant resources for genealogical
research. The transcribing of records is carried out by
teams of dedicated volunteers and the database contains
index information for the period 1837-1992.

FreeCEN offers a free, online database of the 19th
century UK census returns. Census data can provide
the full name, exact age, relationship to head of
household, sex, occupation, parish and county of birth,
medical disabilities and employment status of an
individual. Later census years have more information.   
This is a continous process as they are adding to their
record set. 

There are three project websites to search - Free BMD, FreeCEN and FreeREG.   

https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/


The General Register Office (GRO) which holds all civil records of births,
marriages and deaths in England and Wales has provided a search facility
to make it easier for people to order copies of these certificates. It is a
work in progress so only birth and deaths are included at present and
only for certain date ranges.  

However so good is the search engine that people use it without having
any intention of ordering certificates. The certificates can also be
ordered as online PDFs rather than paper copies which makes them
cheaper and quicker to obtain.  

The big advantage of this site is that the search results of births provides
the mothers' maiden names and full middle names.  For deaths it
provides the age at death.  Other online sites  do not provide this
information for all records. 
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3.

www.gro.gov.uk

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/login.asp


This website is dedicated to  Irish genealogy and is home to the on-line
historic Indexes of the Civil Registers (GRO) of Births, Marriages, Civil
Partnerships and Deaths and to Church Records of Baptism, Marriage and
Burial for all religious denominations. 

4.
.

Church Records:  The site has a large volume of pre 20th Century Church
records of Baptism, Marriage and Burial.  These include:

All Roman Catholic baptism, marriage and burial registers for Dublin
City, 
All surviving Church of Ireland baptism, marriage and burial registers
for Dublin City,
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www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/

Birth register records – 1864 to 1920; 
Marriage register records – 1845 to 1945; 
Death register records – 1871 to 1970.

Civil Records available online include:  

https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/


5.

Gravestone Photographic Resource  (GPR) is a free, searchable
international directory  of grave, war, tomb and other death memorials.  It
now has over 1,188902 names from English grave monuments and 1,699,158
worldwide.

Grave monument photographs are a valuable
resource for family historians. They often contain
information not available anywhere else.
The relationships given on grave monuments
often resolve research dead ends.  

The site also helps you find the location of a
specific grave within a cemetery and the exact
date of death (or burial).
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www.gravestonephotos.com

https://www.gravestonephotos.com/
https://www.gravestonephotos.com/


GENUKI plays host to a huge array of Genealogical resources for the UK and
Ireland. It is organised on the basis of historic counties and subject areas. 
 It is essentially a vast encyclopaedia with links leading to dedicated pages
on other sites.  It also has a a growing set of specially produced information
pages (> 115,000). Definitely a site to bookmark on your computer!
 
The service is run and maintained as a charity by volunteers.   
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https://www.genuki.org.uk/

6.

https://www.genuki.org.uk/


The University of Leicester Archives & Special Collections Department has
become the repository for a huge number of on-line Gazetteers and
Directories.  These date from the 1760's to the 1920's and there is at least one
directory for every county in England and Wales.   The collection is
searcheable by name, place, occupation or can be browsed by county. 
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 University of Leicester - Special Collections

https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/historical-directories

7.

descriptions of cities, parishes, towns and villages
geographical, historical and statistical details
information about local facilities, institutions and associations
listings for private residents, traders, trades and professions
details of important people
advertisements 

This digital collection provides  a primary source of information for family
historians about trade and industry including:

https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/historical-directories
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National Library of Scotland
The National Library of Scotland has become the repository for a wide
range of historic maps for Great Britain from the 16th century onwards.

Categories include Ordnance Survey Maps, County Maps, Estate Maps,
Town Plans and Views, Coastal Charts and Military Maps. 

https://maps.nls.uk/

8.

Ordnance Survey One-Inch Seventh Series maps (896 sheets), covering
all of Great Britain, 1952-1970.
County maps of Northern England 1760s-1840
Estate maps of Scotland, 1760s-1950s
German naval charts of British waters, 1938-1945

Recent additions include:

https://maps.nls.uk/


https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/
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UK BMD 
This site provides 2,766 links to websites that offer on-line transcriptions of UK
births, marriages, deaths and censuses.  

There are also a range of other  indexes and transcriptions for most counties.
These may include parish records, wills, monumental inscriptions etc. 

9.

https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/


10.
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Dustydocs

Dustydocs is a 'web-linking' site to free genealogical websites containing
Parish Records in the British Isles and BMD records in Australia and New
Zealand.

http://www.dustydocs.com

http://dustydocs.com/
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A Final Word

Services

Good Hunting!

 

I hope you have found this guide useful and it has encouraged you to embark on the

great journey of Family History Research.  

If you would like support we offer online 1-2-1 tuition and are happy to provide a fresh

pair of eyes if you get stuck or want to talk through a problem you've encountered.    We

are happy to arrange a free consultation.

Details of our services can be viewed by clicking the button below

http://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/services
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