
November 2020: Research before 1837
December 2020: Military Research 
January 2021: Using land records 

Each month AGRA record a free podcast giving
you the opportunity to access the extensive
expertise and knowledge of members from the
safety of your own home.  The following topics
will be covered:

Northumbrian Mining Engineer George Stephenson
was appointed Chief Designer and 25 miles of rail
were laid from Shildon to Stockton, with a half-mile
branch to the Locomotive Deport at Darlington. The
line was single track with four passing loops each
mile to allow for multiple locomotives to use it.

Stephenson designed the first locomotive to use the
line, his 'Locomotion 1'. On its first run, amid much
jubilation, it hauled 11 wagons of coal, the passenger
carriage 'Experiment’, and a further 20 wagons
loaded with passengers, guests, and workmen.
Around 300 tickets had been sold for the journey
but about twice as many people were believed to
have been aboard. 

Another Christmas is upon us - let's hope next years is a bit more normal. 

 But with adversity comes opportunity and there's never been a better time

to start your family research.  A good way to fill all those hours locked 

 indoors during winter.  Our heartfelt best wishes to you and yours.  

Merry Christmas and Good Hunting!

YOUR FAMILY HISTORIAN

Welcome to our  Christmas 2020 Newsletter.

Andy Robson, Genealogist

LEARN MORE

The Stockton and Darlington Railway opened the first rail line to use steam locomotives in 1825.
The transport of coal from the inland collieries of County Durham to the port at Stockton had been a
slow and expensive business using pack-horses and horse-drawn-carts. Many schemes were proposed
to speed up the process but not until 1821 was the Stockton and Darlington Railway Co. given
Parliamentary approval to build a railway line.

The train reached the unheard-of speed of 12
miles-per-hour during the journey, but took 2-
hours to cover the 8.7-miles to Darlington due
to a derailed wagon and a blocked feed pump
valve in the steam engine.

The Stockton and Darlington Railway 

http://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com/


TEXT

SHOP NOW

Welsh Parish Registers
 Good news for those researching Welsh ancestry.  

The 10-year exclusivity agreement between the
Library of Wales and FindMyPast has expired.  So
digitised copies of Welsh Church records are now

also available on Ancestry, MyHeritage and
TheGenealogist.

Rootstech is the world’s largest family history event
and this year, for the first time ever,  will be entirely
virtual and completely free.  There will be celebrity
keynote speakers, classes on topics such as
discovering your family story, tracing your ancestors
and preserving your memories and a virtual
marketplace where you can see the latest
innovations, find resources to aid you in your work
and get help via video or live chat. 

All recordings and videos will be available to you on
demand throughout the year.  

The National Archives has a programme of online talks which are free for everyone
and include a live Q&A with the expert, specialist or guest speaker.  The Christmas
programme has been launched and includes talks on the Victorian (re)invention of

Christmas and Charles Dickens at Christmas.

You are not alone if
 you find cousin

relationships
completely baffling.  I

spotted a good guide on
a tea-towel of all things

at:

www.presentindicative.com

Family Tree Magazine run a series of Family History

Webinars.  Registration is now open for the following

sessions (£10 each) 

Many County Records Offices hold patient case books for

local asylums.  This blog from Northumberland Archives

gives an insight into the reasons why  patients were

admitted to St George's Hospital [1890-1949] including 

 'love affairs' and 'Intemperence to drink'.. 

Rootstech 25-27 February 2021 

The Cousin Explainer 

LEARN MORE

Life in the County Lunatic Asylum 

Link to Article 

http://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/gifts
http://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/gifts
https://www.presentindicative.com/products/cousin-explainer-teatowel
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/webinars/
https://www.northumberlandarchives.com/2020/10/19/life-in-the-county-lunatic-asylum-part-2/
https://www.northumberlandarchives.com/2020/10/19/life-in-the-county-lunatic-asylum-part-2/


The roots of census taking in Britain can be traced back to the Domesday book in 1086
but it was not until 1801 that a regular official census began in England and Wales and
separately in Scotland.  The census has taken place every 10 years since (with the
exception of 1941).   Some historians suggest that the 1801 census was introduced to
assess the number of able-bodied men who could fight in the Napoleonic war, others
that it was done to ensure the government had enough for people to eat.   Today the
census is used to help central and local government plan services such as education and
healthcare.  In the censuses of 1801, 1811, 1821 and 1831 lists of names were not collected
centrally. 

From 1841 to 1901 the completed schedules were written
up by the Enumerator into books. This is why the hand-
writing on these Census Returns is the same for every
household. The original Schedules were then destroyed.
These Census records are prone to the usual transcription
errors.  There are some very rare surviving schedules but
it is the enumeration books from 1841 to 1901 that we
consult today either online or on microfilm. The 1911
Census for England and Wales is the first where you can
see the original schedules as filled in by your ancestor. 

The practice of writing up the Schedules and then
destroying them had an unfortunate effect in Ireland. Due
to a serious failure of communication, the Schedules for
the Censuses held between 1861 through 1891 were all
destroyed before they had been written-up. So these have
been lost to posterity forever. In addition, most  of the
remaining 19th-century Irish census returns were then
lost when the Public Record Office was destroyed in the
fire at the Four Courts in Dublin 1922. Only the 1901 and
1911 censuses survived, along with a very small number of
earlier returns.

The 1921 census will give more information than
ever before for 37 million U.K. residents. It
included more information about the profession
and branch within it. It asked what materials they
worked in, place of work and their employer’s
name. For those over the age of 15 information
about marital status, including if divorced was
given. For those under 15 the census recorded
whether both parents were alive or if either or
both parents had died. It also had detailed
questions on education including whether you
were in full-time or part-time education.

Many of us are no doubt eagerly awaiting the
publication of the 1921 census for an extra bit of
information that we can’t get anywhere else. The
data is released next year but then has to be
digitised and indexed so won’t be available until
January 2022.

All About The Census  

The first ‘modern’ census, where people’s names were
recorded alongside their age, sex, occupation and
birthplace was in 1841.  The head of every household was
required to fill in a form on behalf of everyone living at an
address on that day.  Where necessary, due to illiteracy,
the people collecting the Schedules would write the
information down instead.

1921 Census

The UK’s National Statistician has suggested that
the 2021 census could be the UK’s last as there are
now easier and cheaper ways to gather the data. 
 The Office for National Statistics estimates that
the cost of the 2021 census will be an estimated
£906m.  While the Government has not said
explicitly that the census would be be stopped, a
2018 white paper did say that its ‘ambition’ was
that ‘other sources of data’ could be used in future.

Will the 2021 Census be the last? 

1931 and 1941 Census: The entire 1931 census was
destroyed in a fire in 1942 and there was no 1941
Census due to World War II.  So the 1921 census will
be the last we have access to until the 1951 census
becomes available in 2052! 

Interestingly, the 1921 census should have been
taken on 24 April, but was delayed by nearly two
months to 19th June in the wake of the Black
Friday strike by railwaymen, coal miners and
transport workers. This is the one and only time
that the census date was changed.

Irish Census Records
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LEARN MORE

CELEBRATE! 

CHRISTMAS TIME IS HERE!
Best Wishes for the Yuletide Season from Your Family Historian 

When the first ever census was taken in 1801 the
population of England, Scotland and Wales was 9
million. In the last census in 2011 the UK population
was 63.2 million
The 1841 census for the entire registration district of
Wrexham went missing – it later turned up in a
bookshop.
The suffragette Emily Wilding Davison hid in a
cupboard in Parliament on Census night 1911 and
had her address recorded as ‘The House of
Commons’.
The artist JMW Turner rowed a boat into the
Thames so he could not be counted as being present
at any property.
In 2001 following an e-mail campaign 390,000
people recorded their religion as Jedi.

A recent addition to the Census list is the 1939 Register.
This was created to provide a list of citizens for
Identification Cards. It provides slightly different
information to the Census records – no relationships or
places of birth, but dates of birth are included – and
helps bridge that (sometimes) ominous gap from the
present to 1911.

Sometimes, despite your best efforts, you may
not find an ancestor in the census.  The
National Archives has a helpful blog
explaining why this might be the case.

According to the Office for National Statistics the next
census for England and Wales will take place as planned on

21 March 2021 and will be the first to be carried out
primarily online.  There will be three new questions

covering:
– Veteran status – whether the respondent has ever served

in the UK Armed Forces
– Sexual orientation (a voluntary question for respondents

aged 16 and over)
– Gender identity (a voluntary question for respondents

aged 16 and over)
The census for Scotland is being postponed until March

2022 due to Covid-19.

The register became the responsibility of the NHS and
was kept up to date until the 1980’s. This means that the
married names of children were added later – a great
resource for family history research. Unfortunately the
100-year rule still applies, and any persons listed on the
Register who were either not known to have died, or
who would have been less than 100 years old at the time
that the Register was released for public viewing, have
their details blacked out.

1939 Register

Why Can't I find my
Ancestor in the Census?

2021 Census Census Facts

Link to Article

https://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/
https://www.agra.org.uk/podcasts
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/missing-from-the-census/

