
Latest Virtual Family
History Event
 14 November.

24 Talks, all recorded and watchable
retrospectively, access to on-line

booths.
At £5 a ticket I think this is an event

worth joining. 

I hope  this finds everyone healthy and happy in

these troubled times. Hopefully it won't be too

long before life returns to normal.

In the meantime, stay safe and Good Hunting!

YOUR FAMILY HISTORIAN

Welcome to our Autumn 2020 Newsletter. 

Andy Robson, Genealogist

LEARN MORE

Irregular Border Marriages - A Lost Treasure Trove

Most people have heard of the irregular marriages

conducted at Gretna Green, but there were similar

establishments dotted right along the Scottish Border.  For

those living in North Northumberland the place of choice

was Lamberton Toll, though irregular marriages were also

conducted to a lesser extent at Paxton Toll, Chain Bridge,

Mordington and Coldstream.

The popular view of such marriages is a romantic

elopement, but in fact most involved

Presbyterian and other Non-Conformist couples who

chose to slip across the border into Scotland rather than

marry in an Anglican Church in England.

Unfortunately if your ancestors were some of

those involved, then you're probably out of luck as

almost no records have survived.  An analysis for

the Eastern Borders between 1844 and 1847

gives an estimate of the scale of the loss as it 

 reports almost 1,500 marriages for which no

record survives..

https://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com/events/fhf-really-useful-show/
http://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com/


BLANCHLAND
HISTORY

SHOP NOW

Felons Associations
All too often Family History research dwindles to

a matter of key dates: baptisms, marriages and
burials.  So it's great when we uncover a story
that adds some colour to an ancestor's life.  I

found this on the Blanchland Village site in the
course of some research.  Basically it became

fashionable in the late 1700s and early 1800s for
the leading locals to set themselves up as judge,

jury and executioner to maintain order in the
Immediate neighborhood. 

FREE COURSE: Learn to read old handwriting
FutureLearn have a 3 week online 
palaeography course 

Ancestry have just updated their ethnicity
profiles bringing more precision to the results.    

Many estimates, including mine (below) have
changed quite radically.  Its ironic that while
seeing information about our ethnicity is the

main driver behind people getting tested,  the
real gold of DNA testing lies in the links it
establishes to other users and other trees.

The Perfect Gift for 
Family History Enthusiasts

Our Gift Certificates are redeemable against
any of our Family History Tuition, Family

History Research Services or Workshops and
are valid for twelve months.  Available in any

denomination.

AncestryDNA Update 
Ethnicity Estimates

Learn More

http://www.blanchlandhistory.org.uk/life/felons.php
http://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/gifts
http://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/gifts
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography


Parish Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials were started by Thomas Cromwell in 1538,
shortly after the formal split from Rome.  For the next 300 years, however, what was recorded was

left entirely to the whim of individual Parish Priests.  
You’ll therefore find (sometimes quite big) differences between what is recorded at different

Parishes, or at different time periods in the same Parish. All too often Church records
 are sparse in the extreme. If you’re really unlucky you might only get:

’10 March,1774, John Smith was baptised’

Sometimes you will find that records for a particular Parish have been lost due to fire, flood,
incompetence, etc. In such cases you may be able to get the information you need from the

Bishop’s Transcripts. Basically, at regular intervals representatives of all the Bishoprics went to the
individual Parishes that they administered and made copies of their Parish records. Now this can
be a bit hit-and-miss, and such transcripts are prone to the usual ‘copy-and-paste’ errors. But if

you’ve got nothing better then you need to make do.

Barrington & Dade Registers
There was a golden period when the Barrington &

Dade Registers were used in some Parishes. The Rev.
William Dade was Curate, Vicar and Rector of 7

Parishes in Yorkshire between 1763 and his death in
1790.  Dade was far ahead of his time in seeing the

benefit of recording as much family information as
possible in his registers for later research and in 1777
his methods were introduced throughout the Diocese

of the Lord Archbishop of York. Theoretically, The 
 Dade Baptismal Registers provide the child's name and
date of baptism, seniority in the family (e.g. first son),
father's name, profession and place of abode and both
the father's and mother's parentage.  A gold mine for

genealogists.  Unfortunately, the registers also
represented greater work for the parish priests and

there was a reluctance to comply with the Archbishop's
introductions.  As a result their adoption was

fragmentary, incomplete and not long lasting. 

All About Parish Registers

Below is an entry for an ancestor I was
researching from Slaley, Northumberland:

Baptised 26 January, 1811 (born 26 August
1810) Hannah Nevin of Steel Hall.  1st

daughter of Christopher Nevin, Farmer,
son of Christopher Nevin, Farmer, native

of Rowley Head, by his wife, Mary,
daughter of Henry Carr, Husbandman, of

Hill House, Hexamshire.

Thank you Bishop Barrington!

Shute Barrington was inspired by William Dade and
instituted a form of the latter’s detailed BMB Registers
when he became Bishop of Salisbury in 1782 and later

instituted a similar system when he advanced to 
Prince Bishop of Durham in 1791. The Diocese of 

Durham covered the Counties of Durham and
Northumberland and so we get to benefit from detailed

records such as those  opposite.

Barrington Burial 
 Register

In 1812 with the passing of the Rose Act, Parishes
 

were issued for the first time with printed 
BMB Registers which regulated the 

information to be recorded.



County Archives
The Uk's County Archives closed their
doors in March 2020 due to Covid-19. 

 Across the country many of these
Archives are slowly re-opening to the

public.  This is an interesting article
from the Northumberland Archivesat

Woodhorn  explaining the work they've
done during lockdown.  It's good to
have them back and Covid safe for

visits!

STORE LOCATOR

W W W . Y O U R F A M I L Y H I S T O R I A N . C O . U K

READ MORE

Free Podcasts from AGRA
The Associaton Of Genealogists and
Researchers in Archives (AGRA) have

introduced free 'Ask AGRA' podcasts. This is
an opportunity for you to access the

extensive expertise and knowledge of experts
from the safety of your own home.

LEARN MORE

Think you've got problems? Spare a thought for those 
Researching Danish Ancestry!

From the March 1896 Edition of the Nebraska State Journal, Courtesy of
Genealogy@DanishMuseum

https://www.yourfamilyhistorian.co.uk/
https://www.northumberlandarchives.com/2020/09/16/and-were-back/
https://www.northumberlandarchives.com/2020/09/16/and-were-back/
https://www.agra.org.uk/podcasts

